THE   MANUFACTURERS

CHAPTER  I

BY patient persevering attention to business, Mr. John Darford
succeeded in establishing a considerable cotton manufactory,
by means of which he secured to himself in his old age what
is called, or what he called, a competent fortune. His ideas
of a competent fortune were, indeed, rather unfashionable ;
for they included, as he confessed, only the comforts and
conveniences, without any of the vanities, of life. He went
farther still in his unfashionable singularities of opinion, for he
was often heard to declare that he thought a busy manufacturer
might be as happy as any idle gentleman.

Mr. Darford had taken his two nephews, Charles and
William, into partnership with him: William, who had been
educated by him, resembled him in character, habits, and
opinions. Always active and cheerful, he seemed to take
pride and pleasure in the daily exertions and care which his
situation, and the trust reposed in him, required. Far from
being ashamed of his occupations, he gloried in them; and
the sense of duty was associated in his mind with the idea of
happiness. His cousin Charles, on the contrary, felt his duty
and his ideas of happiness continually at variance: he had
been brought up in an extravagant family, who considered
tradesmen and manufacturers as a caste disgraceful to polite
society. Nothing but the utter ruin of his father's fortune
could have determined him to go into business.

He never applied to the affairs of the manufactory; he
affected to think his understanding above such vulgar concerns,